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and Sir Leonard Rogers, I.M.S., Professor of Pathology,
Medical College, Calcutta. The other candidptes include:
Dr. D'Arcy W. Thompson, Professor of Natural History,
University College, Dundee; 'Mr. H. H. W. Pearson, Pro-
fessor of Botany in the South African College, Capetown;
and Mr. C. Shearer, Lecturer on Experimental Morphology
in the University of Cambridge.

Central Medical War Committee.
I> thle official reports for February 29tlh the following
questions and answers witlh reference to thle Central,
Medical War Commnittee appear:
Mr. King asled: By what authority is the Central Medical

War Committee comnpelling all single medical men of
military age, under threat of conscription, to enrol them-
selves as ready to enter the Royal Army Medical Corps
and to place their services at the disposal of this Com-
inittee, acting under the dlirection of the War Office ?
Mr. Tennant: The Comnnmittee referred to is taking no

such action as is alleged in the question. It has circu-
larized medical men in England and Wales, explaining and
emphasizing the need of more doctors for the R.A.M.C.,
and it has brought to their notice an enrolment scheme
under which any man below 45 years of age who is willing
to take a commission (if offered him) in the R.A.M.C. can
secure that his application will be taken up by the War
Office at the most suitable tinle, regard being had both to
his particular circurmstances and to the medical needs of
the civil population in the area where he practises. In all
these activities the Committee has been giving very valu-
able assistance to the War Office, and has been working in
Intimate relations with the various Government depart-
ments concernedl.
Mr. King asked the Under Secretary of State for War

whether the Central Medical War Committee, whose
members are appointed, elected, or co-opted by the British
Medical Association, is regarded as truly representative of
the whole medical profession; whether he is aware that
there are numbers of medical men who are not members
of that Association; and whether the doctors who are
needed to attend to the civil population are receiving by
this arrangement adequate conisideration.
Mr. Tennant referred to the answer he gave to a similar

question by Mr. Shirley Benn on January 12th (see BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL, January 22nd, 1916, p. 140), and con-
tinuecd: I need only add to-day that since that date the
Committee has been still further strengthened, and that
the civilian aspects of the whole matter, to which the
hon. member refers in the concluding paragraph of his
question, are amongst the main preoccupations of the
Comimittee working in conjunction with the Government
departments involved.

31r. Kinig asked the Under Secretary of State for War
whether, in view of the failure of the Armly Medical Depart-
ment to utilize effectively the medical services whichl have
been freely offered to the army, it is the present policy of
the Government to permit. the Central Medical War Coin-
mittee to portion out the supply of medical aid to the
industrial comnmunity, including munition workers, upon
whose energy we arc so dependent; and whether, in order
to secure the health of the civilian population, the medical
profession will in future be classed, like clergymen, as a
reserved occupatioln.
Mr. Tennant: No, sir, I ami not aware of any such

failure. Such a word seems quite out of place in coni-
menting on the work of the Royal Army Medical Corps,
The Committee referred to has collecte(d valuable informa-
tion as to the existing and prospective provision of medical
services for the industrial community, and is endeavouring
to assist variousimembers of the profession in bringinig
abouit such rearrangements and co-operation as may facili-
tate the most effective distribution of those services where
needed. Informatioll as to the present con(dition of medical
provision in England does not afford any grounids for
resortings to the swveeping measures suggested in the con-
clu(diing paragraph of the hon. mcmber's question.

War.
Employmnent of MAledlical Staff&s.-Il reply Ito Mr. Lynchl,

M1r. Tennant said that civilian m-iedlical officers were
employed to a very small extent iu Territorial general

hospitals, which were staffed by officers of the Territorial
Force. The nutmber mobilized varied with the number of
patients in the wards. The number of medical officers in
the base lhospitals in France could not be reduced, as the
military authlorities considered thah, the number now so
employed lhad reaclhed an irreducible minimum. Mr.
Lynchl also asked whether a certain number of medical
officers were attacbed to each division and their services
limited exclusively to it; or wlhetlher, when a single
division was engaged in a struiggle so protracted that its
medical officers and staff were exhausted, medical officers
from a neiglhbouring division not engaged could be drafted
into the exhausted division. Mr. Tennant said that this
course was tollowed. It was the duty ef the higher
nmilitary autlhorities to distribute the m-edical officers under
their command so as to meet tlle various exigencies
which miglt arise. Tlle watertight compartment arrange-
ment was obviously undesirable. He added, in reply to
another question, that lie had no knowledge of an
instance in wlhiclh some medical officers were employed
for fifty-two lhours at a stretch, whilst those of another
division were unemployed. Movable liospitals or a closely
connected series of hospitals within a short distance of
the firing line lhad been in use for many months.
Army Medical Advisory Board.--In reply to Mr. Lynch,

Mr. Tennant stated that tlle unofficial members of the
Advisorv Board for Army Medical Services were Professor
Kenwood, Sir John Rose Bradford, Professor Leonard Hill,
Sir Antlhony Bowlby, and Sir Clharles Cameron. Sir
Antlhony Bowlby and Sir Jolhn Rose Bradford were on the
Board as representing surgical and medical kcnowledge
respectively, and not as representatives of what Mr. Lynch
had called "' civilian interests."

Theological and Medical Stutdentts.-Mr. Robinson asked,
on February 29th, whether the exemption of students pre-
paring for the Roman Catholic priesthood would be ex-
tended to other theological students, and Mr. Snowden
wlhetlher tlle exemption would be given to medical students.
Mr. Tennant said that instructions were being prepared
under whicll tlheological students of all religious denomi-
nations would be treated alike. No alteration had been
made in the decisions already announced in reference to
medical students. Tlle regulations lhad been framed upon
the same lines as those for theological students; if there
were any distinction, perlhaps thle treatment of tlle medical
student was the more generous.
Blinded Soldiers and Sailors.-Mr. Tennant has given

the following statistics as to the number of officers,
non-commissioned officers, and men discharged from
the army for blindness, wliich lie had obtained fromn
Mr. C. Arthur Pearson, chairman of the Blinded Soldiers'
and Sailors' Care Committee, who, as Mr. Tennant said,
has done admirable work. The total number of non-
comnmissioned officers and men was 156 (English 122,
Irislh 16, Scottish 15, Welslh 3). The number of Britisl
officers was 9 (English 6, Irish 2, Welslh 1). Pr. Mac-
namara stated tllat 5 naval officers and mnen lhad lost
their sight in the war entirely, and, as it was believed,
permanently; 2 had been dischaarged, the one a sapper,
R.N.D., withi a life pension of 25s. a week, and the other a
petty officer, second class, coastguard, with a life pension
of 27s. a week; 1 midslhipman, 1 ordinary seaman, and
1 boy were still under naval care. One private, Royal
Fleet Reserve, had lost tlle sight of one eye, and that of
the other was so affected that the man was practically
blind. He was receiving a pension of 26s. 2d. a week, and
his case would be reconsidered in six months. Tlhe
question whether men who had been blinded would be
able to earn anything could only be settled when tlleir
aptitude for acquiring knowledge as blind men had been
gauged, and this would be a matter for the Statutory
Commnittee of the Royal Patriotic Fund Corporation, on
whom the responsibility for findina employnment for dis-
abled sailors and soldiers had been placed by Parliament.
Nervons Shock.-ln reply to Mr. Kinig, the Under Secre-

tary of State for tlle Home Departmelt (Mr. Brace) stated,
on February 23rd, that no further facilities were being
offered through the Board of Control for tlle accommoda-
tion and treatment of nerve-shaken soldiers, as no furtlher
accommodation could be spared. At thle request of thle
\Var Office, thle completion of the newv Hampshlire Asyluml
at Park Prewett was being expeditedR with a view to its
being equlipped and staffed by -the military authlorities as a
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temporary war hospital. The- Board of Control -did not
exercise supervision over any military hospitals. Visits
that it lhad made for many years to a special section of
Netley Hospital, and more recently to temporarily adapted
lhospitals for nerve slhaken soldiers, including the Maudsley
Hospital at Denmark Hill, lhad been made at the request
of thle militairy authorities. The responsibility for the
treatment of the soldiers in question rested entirely with
the . military autlhorities, 'and not with any asylum
auitlhorities. On February 24thi, in reply to Mr. Butchler,
whlo asked whether a special hospital lhad been established
for these cases, Mr. Tennant said tllat they were being
treated in the neurological section of the Territorial
General Hospitals, in the Springfield WVar Hospital,
Wandsworth, and the IRed Cross Military Hospital,
Maghull, near Liverpool. The present arrangements were
satisfactory and it was not proposed to alter tlhem.

Hospital Beds in London.-In reply to a question on
February 29th, Mr. Tennant stated that on February 12tl,
1916, tlhere were in military lhospitals in London 2,437
wounded soldiers; in auxiliary hospitals 1,267; and in
civil hospitals 578. There were 5,346 vacant beds.

Standard of VisioI.-Mr. Tennant informed Mr. Duncan
Miller, on February 29tlh, that the vision of applicants for
comlissions in the army must not be below 1 without
glasses, and after correction with glasses it must be
normiial in the better eye and 16; in the othler. For candi-
dates in the Special Reserve of Officers tlle standard
re(luired is as just stated, except that vision without
glasses in each eye must not be below s6. There is no
sl)ecial standard required for active service as distinct
fro ;j lhome service.

Military Service Act.-The following are notes of
rel)lies to various questions in the House of Commons
on February 29th :
Mr. Tennant sai( that it was not at present proposed to

follow the example of enemy countries by extending tbe age
for enlistment to 45, but there was power to extend the age
limit to the extent which might be necessary. A single man of
military age discharged from the Territorial Force on groun-da
of ill health, or on con pletion of his period of service, was
excepted from the provisions of the Military Service Act, 1916.
The production of a -certificate issued to a mani by a doctor em-
ployed by the military authorities, showing that the man had
beeni rejected, was sufficient to relieve the -man from liability
to military service under the Act, provided the authorities
were satisfied that the certificate was really issued to the man
in. question and was issued since August 14th, 1915. The ques-
tions of reserving plumbers from recruiting owing to the impor-
taiice of their work to the public health, was under considera-
tioii. It was expedienit that a man should be vaccinated or
revaccinated, but if he. did not sign an undertaking to be vac-
ciniated, no pressure was to be brought to bear upon him if he
had conscientious objections. The present arrangements were
provisional for the period of the war only. Dr. Addison (Parlis-
menitary Secretary to the Munitions &Partient) said thlat
a certificate rightfully held by a workman in a controlled
establishment, with a war badge, on March 1st would be
valid as a certificate of exemption under the Military Service
Act. The wife of a man married since November 2nd and now
called up would, Mr. Forster stated, be entitledl to receive
separationi allowvances. Mr. Long stated that twenty-five appeal
tribunals, representinig counties or parts of counties, had been
set up, and the remainder, together with the central tribunal,
would, he hoped, very shortly be constituted.

Pensions for Discharged Soldiers.-In the House of Lords
onl February 29th Viscount Peel raised the question of
pensions and allowances to soldiers diselarged fronm the
armDy on account of wounds and diseases contracted or
developed on service, and urged that the stipulation that
in order to entitle a man to a pension hiis disablemient
imust be duLe wholly to the war was too severe. Lord
Beresford said that men diseharged fromii thle armny were
left for weeks at whiat was for them tlle most critical
period witlhout pensions; hle suggested that pay and
allowances slhould be continued until the pension was
fixed, that tlle gratuity of £2 slhould be given to the man
immediately on discharge; that back pay should be paid
oni discllarge, and tlhat pensions slhould be equalized. The
'ayWaster-General (Lord Newton) said t-at th-e Ch-elsea
Com;lmissioners who administered tlle pay pension warrant
were uniformly sympatlhetic to the disabled soldier, btit
an enormous amount of work had been thrown upon
tlhem, and unfortunately a large nuimber of the men
nmade no effort to obtain employmeent. There were
numerous instances of pensions having been 'awarded
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to men who hlad hardly performed any rnilitary setvice.
With regard to the allegation that the War -Office did not
recognize tuberculosis and frost-bite as being duo to
military service, he said that last January 87 cases of
tuberculosis contracted in France weri dealt with at
Chlelsea and pensions awarded in 79, the remaining 8
being still under consideration. The allegation with regard
to frost-bite was founded on a pure fiction related in a
police court. He admitted that there were cases of lhard.-
ship, and it was to deal with such that the Statutory Com-
mittee liad been created. Where miilitary service lhad
brouglht to light a latent or constitutional disability the
practice was to give a small pension under an earlier
warrant. The continued conflict whichi vent on was due
to the fact that vast numbers of phiysically unfit men had
been recruited, but such a condition of things was insepar-
able from tthe voluntary system, for the Government had
to chloose from among the men whio offered. In one
battalion nlo fewer than sixty men had been in-
valided whlo had practically liad no military service.
The total amount paid in pensions for disabilities
incurred during the war was £1,500,000 a year,
and if the war lasted to March 31st, 1917, this
amount would rise to £7,500,000. If all men dischiarged
received pensions thle amounts would be £2,250,000 and
£11,360,000 respectively. The Marquess of Lansdowne
said that the fact could not be disguised that in a great
many cases medical examinations had been conducted with
culpable negligence and laxity, and hle was not prepared to
say that whien a man had been formally accepted in
the army by responsible officials of thle State, he could
afterwards be mulcted because those officials failed to
perform their duty with the amount of care reasonably
to be expected from them. In reply to an inquiry, the
Marquess of Crewe said that the Statutory Committee
had already appointed certain subcommittees, whichI
were preparing a model seleme. Tlle statutory sub-
committees would be appointed within a few days. At
present the work of looking after disabled men was
being continued by the voluntary organizations, which
were doing it well, and the Statutory Committee would
maintain permanent relations with them. From June,
1915, to the middle of January, 1916, the names of 23,000
men were received by the Board of Trade from the War
Office and tlhe Admiralty; of these 13,000 applied to tlhe
Labour Exchanges for help in finding employment; 5,400
found places through the exchanges; 1,439 were still on
the register, but close on 6,000 liad cancelled their applica-
tions, no doubt in many cases because they found they
were not fit to take up any kind of serious employment,
and in others because they had found w-ork otherwise.

Midwives (Scotland) Act.-In reply to a question by Mr.
Watt, who asked whiether the Central Midwives Board
{Scotland) had power to spend money with thle righit to
tax municipalities and otiher local authorities for any
deficit between its income and expenditure, Mr. McKinnon
Wood referred to Section 13 of the Act, wlhichl provides
that if the annual official statement shows a balance
against the Board and the accounts are approved by tle
Privy Council, the Board may apportion such balance
between thle local supervising authorities in proportion to
the populations of thleir districts as ascertained at the last
preceding census. Mr. Wood said that, judging from the
experience of the working of the Eniglish Act, there ap-
peared no likelihood of any immediate or substantial claim
upon local authorities.

ON January 24th the President of the United States
received a deputation consisting of the President of the
American Medical Assoclation, Dr. W. L. Rodman, and the
presidents of fourteen State medical societies, to present a
formal request that in any new legislation for the defence
of the country the medical departments of the army shoul(d
be treated with equity, and be increased in proper propor-
tion to the military needs as finally determinied. It was
therefore urged that a trainedl corps on a scale sufficient
for peace needs and for any other eventualities should be
created. Urgent messages were submitted frorn the presi-
dents of the medical societies of all the other States of the
Union not represented in the deputation, supporting its
action and calling for medical preparedness. The President
promised to consider the matter.


